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1st Sunday of Lent (A) 

 
 

The following is taken from "The Easter Mysteries" by Beatrice Bruteau.  A university 

professor in New York City has had a number of interesting encounters with Manhattan 

cab drivers.  One of his favorite stories is about a garrulous cab driver who went on and 

on about his struggles of trying to eke out a living in the big city.  So the professor finally 

said to him, "Are you happy?"  "No," says the cabbie.  "Too many problems."  "What 

would make you happy?"  "Give me a million dollars, and I've had it made." 

 

"All right," the professor proposed.  "Suppose you had a million dollars.  What would 

you do?"  The cabbie said he would pay off his debts.  "Fine, they're paid.  Now what?"  

"Well, I'd buy a house.  Maybe two or three houses, in different climates."  "Good.  Now 

what?"  The cab driver then proposed to travel, to indulge his hobbies, to see and do 

things he's always dreamed of-- and each time the professor would agree.  "Granted.  

What more?" 

 

After a while, the driver began to quiet down.  Then he suddenly turned around, right in 

the middle of a busy avenue, and said to the professor, "Say, there's something funny 

going on here.  I can't seem to get to the bottom of all this.  What am I really looking for, 

after all?"  The professor and the cabbie then talked about the unlimited capacity that 

human beings have for good, for happiness, and for the infinite... realizing that the finite 

never ultimately satisfies us.  No matter how much we have, we don't feel that this is it... 

we want to go further. 

 

People get into cabs to go physically from one place to another.  But you'll notice that the 

cabbie in that story, with the accompaniment of the professor, spiritually went from one 

place to another in their conversation.  In a similar way, this Lent our faith community is  

focusing on the biblical concept of "Exodus," a movement from one place to another.  

We will meet a number of people in the bible who are in motion, either physically or 
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spiritually.  And so this season invites each one of us to take a cab ride with Jesus, and to 

discover what "exodus" God may be encouraging us to undergo at this point in our lives. 

 

To do so, we have to make room in our lives for God to speak, and then seriously practice 

hearing God's voice.  And yet, most of the time, as time unwinds the realities in which we 

find ourselves, we scratch our heads wondering if God really said what we thought God 

said in the way we thought God said it.  In the first reading from the book of Genesis, it's 

not surprising that a serpent convinced a couple that what God said really didn't mean 

what God said it meant.  Some today would label this as an "alternate fact". 

 

We all know the story of the garden and the rule about not eating the fruit of the tree in 

the center.  And as the serpent talks with Eve, he sows a question in her mind:  "You will 

not die, for God knows that when you eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil."  In that moment of self-doubt, Eve did what God 

forbade, ate the fruit and shared it with her husband, disobeying God.  Most of us have 

been in a similar situation ourselves. 

 

Fast forward to the time when Jesus steps into history.  He has submitted to John's 

baptism, only to be driven into the desert by the Spirit where he fasted for forty days, and 

is tempted by the devil.  Unlike the couple in the garden, Jesus knew that to dance with 

the devil over bread was both unwise and destructive.  Hungry and thirsty in that dry, 

desolate place, he nonetheless rebuked the devil saying, "One does not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that come from the mouth of God."  A second and third 

temptation follow, equally alluring and appealing.  As with the first, Jesus stands down 

the devil, ending the encounter and reminding us all, "The Lord your God shall you 

worship, and him alone shall you serve." 

 

Here at the beginning of Lent, we find ourselves in the place where Lent always begins:  

a garden becomes a desert, facing a set of options just like the first couple in Eden and 

Jesus in the wilderness.  Will we dare believe what God says about who we are and God's 
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higher purpose for our lives?  Or will we listen to voices that sow doubt as to who God is 

and the good gifts that God offers to us? 

 

I'd like to suggest some questions that we might ponder as we struggle to hear God's 

voice on this first Sunday of Lent 2017 speaking to us from Genesis and Matthew's 

gospel.  First, did God say we are better served when we choose God's way over our own 

way?  Of the seven deadly sins, pride is always first.  Though we were created in God's 

image, we are also selfish and self-serving, choosing paths that sometimes lead to 

destruction, and lifestyles that traffic in death.  Of all God's creation, human beings 

possess this glorious, wonderful capacity to know that we know.  And yet, we confess the 

ugly truth each time we begin Mass that we have sinned against God and others.  It seems 

that we often think we can handle life on our own.  God is nice to have around in an 

emergency, but we can get along quite well ourselves. 

 

Another question follows:  Did God say there are higher and more ennobling values than 

me, mine, and ours? Pride's way leads to a selfish dead-end.  Jesus taught that our love 

for God is best expressed when we live for others, are mindful of others, are grateful for 

others, and love others as God so generously loves us.  Life at its best is a journey 

discovering that the way of love really is the way of life.  The journey of Jesus to 

Jerusalem, to suffer and die forsaken by his closest followers, is a living parable that 

demands we face the toxic truth about ourselves only grace can cure. Me, my way, my 

opinion, my stuff, my pleasures leaves us lonely and alone. 

 

The gospel message declares that only the Lord God, the One who hung the stars and 

holds all life in his loving hands, is worthy of our worship and our very lives.  Life did 

not begin with me, or any one sitting here-- and will not end when any of us breathes our 

last.  That is why it is so important that we seriously struggle to hear God's voice during 

the season of Lent.  Along the way, we will meet disciples who question, a woman 

burdened by her past, a blind man longing for sight, Lazarus summoned from the grace, 

and a savior who gives his life for us.  As we encounter them, we begin to understand the 
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"exodus" that each of them experienced, and the exodus that God may be inviting us to 

begin in our lives, through the presence of Christ within. 


